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-There is provided a pruning assembly 10 including right 11 and left 12 jaw members hinged together to a lift 
carriage (not shown) and each having three actuator mounting bores 16 formed therein and alternately displaced 
above and below a plane to form two staggered rows of three bores each. Welded into each of the bores 16 are 
actuator pistons supporting a body member 26 and a guide rod 27 in spaced, parallel relation to the piston. The 
upper end of the body member 26 has a blade mounting portion 30 to which an arcuate blade 31 is secured. The 
arcuate blade 31 is of circumferential extent such that in plan the respective blade edges of adjacent blades 31 
overlap. The cutting edge of the blade 31 is essentially a chisel edge having a relief angle at the substantially she 
face of about V. Bias springs biases the body members 26 out from the tree in use, and whereby operation of th< 
actuator urges the body members toward the tree in use. The body member 26 pivotally mounts a mechanical 
follower 35 having a contact face 37 adapted to follow the tree trunk and operating a transducer 40 outputting a 
relational signal to terminals 41 . The signal output from the terminals 41 are used to operate control means (not 
shown), which in turn operated the air supplies 21 to dynamically adjust the blade clearance from the trunk for eac 
actuator. 



